Considerable interest attaches to the question of whether patients suffering from multiple sclerosis tend to occupy non-random positions in their sibships. This stems from the hypothesis that multiple sclerosis, perhaps like poliomyelitis, may be dependent on an infection that is harmless in early childhood but pathogenic if it first occurs later in life. If this were so then one would expect later born members of sibships to be less at risk, having been exposed to such infection by an older sibling who had contacted it at school. For this reason, published data on birth order and multiple sclerosis will be briefly reviewed.
The data
Six studies were located (based on nine samples of patients) relating multiple sclerosis to birth order.1-6 Table 1 summarises the results of these studies. Significant excesses and significant deficit of early born patients have both been reported.
Discussion
In this note a "positive" birth order effect refers to a tendency for patients to be born late in their sibships: and a "negative" effect will refer to patients being 
